Press Notice: 25 May 2009
4children’s Ground breaking family commission hits the road for national family week to talk with 10,000 families 

Final Commissioners announced

The Family Commission is announcing its full group of Commissioners as it kicks off it’s ground breaking national roadshow to speak with over 10,000 families around the country, starting in Essex, Bromley and the North East next week. Touring the country, the Commission will be coming to major cities in the UK over the next few months creating one of the largest conversations ever undertaken with families.
The Family Commission – Happy Families for Today and Tomorrow, is being chaired by Esther Rantzen CBE and will explore the big issues surrounding the extended family and the support it needs in the 21st century. The full team of Commissioners announced today include: 
· Caroline Marsh - Channel 4 Secret Millionaire and Property Investor 
· Stella Creasy -  Parliamentary Labour candidate for Walthamstow

· Charlotte Leslie - Parliamentary Conservative candidate for Bristol North West
· Alex Graham - Chief Executive and founder, Wall to Wall Productions
· Professor Kathleen Kiernan - Professor of Social Policy and Demography, University of York
· Alexander Rose - Media Campaigner
· Richard Reeves - Director, Demos
· Professor Sue Yeandle - Professor of Social Policy, University of Leeds 

Anne Longfield OBE, Chief Executive of 4Children said:  “4Children is delighted to launch its Family Commission national roadshow during National Family Week and to reveal our full team of Commissioners. We are delighted that such a diverse and talented group of people have joined the Family Commission to combine their vast expertise and life experience to benefit families everywhere”. 
“National Family Week fits perfectly with our ethos of ensuring that the role of families in giving children the best start in life gets the recognition it deserves and that parents and children of all ages are supported with the high quality advice and information they need to flourish.” 

Esther Rantzen CBE, Chair of the Family Commission said: “The Family Commission aims to untangle some of the complex realities of families in the UK and will explore what can be done to support and help families in need.  National Family Week is the perfect time to launch the inquiry and a great opportunity for the family to spend more time together. Busy schedules and hectic and sometimes complicated lives can mean that family time can get squeezed. National Family Week is the perfect chance for families to make time for each other while the Commission sets about finding out how to get them the help and support they need.” 
- Ends -
Notes to the Editor

The Family Commission – Happy Families for Today and Tomorrow was launched on Thursday 2 April 2009. The Commission will be kicking-off its ground breaking national roadshow at the popular Lakeside shopping centre on the 26 May from 12 – 3pm. Moving on to The Glades shopping centre, Bromley on the 27th May and then travelling north to The MetroCentre in Gateshead and The Eldon Square shopping centre on the 29th May.
The Commission members are: 
· Esther Rantzen CBE - Chair of Commission, 
· Stella Creasy - Community Campaigner and Labour parliamentary candidate for Walthomstow
· Meadbh Dempsey and Josh Dowgill - Young Ambassadors

· Alex Graham - Chief Executive and founder, Wall to Wall Productions 
· Rachel Johnson - Journalist 
· Anna Kennedy - Director and Founder of Autism Services
· Professor Kathleen Kiernan - Professor of Social Policy and Demography, University of York
· Charlotte Leslie - Policy developer and Conservative parliamentary candidate for Bristol North West

· Anne Longfield OBE - Chief Executive, 4Children
· Caroline Marsh - Property Investor and Channel 4 Secret Millionaire 
· Seyi Obakin - Chief Executive, Centrepoint
· Pip O’Byrne - Children and Families Advisor,
· Richard Reeves -  Director, Demos 
· Yvonne Roberts -  Award-winning Writer and Broadcaster
· Alexander Rose - Campaigner
· Jean Stogdon - Founder, Grandparents Plus

· Alex Timpson - Mother and foster parent

· John Timpson - Business Leader

· Karen Woodall - Director, The Centre for Separated Families

· Professor Sue Yeandle - Professor of Social Policy, University of Leeds 

· Sir William Atkinson - Head of Phoenix High School, West London

For further information, please contact Sayha Sam on 0207 522 6918 or email Sayha.sam@4children.org.uk 
New figures released by 4Children at the launch of the Family Commission revealed that:

· 50% say family life is harder today than it was 20 years ago


· 49% see extended family members just twice a year or less frequently– 30% see extended family members either once a year or less frequently


· 22% feel tight finances are the biggest threat to family life 


· 28% of respondents with parents and children feel torn between caring for their parents and their own children

· 27% think families’ most urgent need is for advice and guidance, (traditionally provided by relatives) above other forms of state benefits. 


· 61% think that families with elderly relatives do not get enough help from Government followed closely by 50% who think that families with disabled relatives do not get enough help from Government


All figures, unless otherwise stated, are from YouGov Plc.  Total sample size was 2114 adults. Fieldwork was undertaken between the 20th and the 23rd of March 2009.  The survey was carried out online. The figures have been weighted and are representative of all UK adults (aged 18+).

· 4Children 
4Children is the national charity all about children and families. It aspires to ensure that all children, young people and families have access to a creative, safe and child focused environment, and activities. For more information see www.4Children.org.uk.
· The Family Commission – Happy Families for Today and Tomorrow is a major 18 month inquiry into the extended family in the 21st Century. It  aims to untangle some of the complex realities of families in the UK, to understand how families manage in the changing world, what the state can and should be doing to help them do so, and to explore some of the tensions which people still feel.  It will seek to identify key aspects of support needed – from housing, financial support, child and eldercare, and social services.

· The Family Commission draws together academics, industrialists, media representatives, policy makers and specialists who will examine the future of needs of families and recommend solutions going forward.

· The Family Commission will be travelling the country encouraging people to submit their views to us. These will be taken in writing, electronically or verbally.  A major report with far reaching recommendations will be published in autumn 2010 aiming to create a blueprint for family support for the UK for decades to come.
· About National Family Week
National Family Week, the UK’s first, has been organised by the largest ever coalition on family issues with more than 150 stakeholders signed up to run thousands of events across the UK from 25-31 May 2009 (summer half term in England and Wales). The founding principles behind the week are to celebrate family life, encourage families to spend more time together and to help create a more family-friendly culture in the UK.
